Village of Elmira Heights
215 Elmwood Ave., Elmira Heights, NY
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
July 7, 2026
7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER & ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Smith led the Pledge of Allegiance and called the meeting to order at 7:16 PM at the Elmira Heights Village Hall. Those Village Board members in attendance and constituting a quorum were: Mayor Smith and Trustees Patelunas, Aiosa, Fuhlhage, & Churches

Others Present: Fire Chief Sabatini, Police Sergeant Morrell, Street Superintendent Vanderhoff, Clerk Martone, & Code Enforcement Officer Mein

Public Present: Todd Weidman, C. Sinsabaugh, Father David Cowan, Cynthia Pierce, Cliff Pierce, Renee Thomas, Matt Thomas, Megan Starkweather, T. M. Brown, Mike Brown, Barb Day

PUBLIC HEARING: CODE ENFORCEMENT FEE SCHEDULE

The Public Hearing was opened at 7:15 PM.

None from the public wished to comment on the Code Enforcement Fee Schedule.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:16 PM.


PROCEEDINGS:

1. Trustee Patelunas made a motion to resolve to accept the minutes of the June 2, 2026 Board Meeting.
Second by Trustee Aiosa
	[bookmark: _Hlk196741013]Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Abstain
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



2. Trustee Aiosa made a motion to approve audit #2 in the amount of $287,341.07 claim numbers 41-100, check numbers 24292 - 24349.
Second by Trustee Fuhlhage
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



3. Department Official Remarks
Code Enforcement Officer Mein read his report.
Fire Chief Sabatini read his report.
Police Sergeant Morrell read his report.
Street Superintendent Vanderhoff read his report, which is on file.


4. Trustee Fuhlhage made a motion to put the following reports on file for the month of June, 2026.
Street Department
Village Justice and Acting Justice Reports
Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




OLD BUSINESS
5. Discussion and possible action regarding 317 Owens

Mayor Smith opened discussion stating that in communication through email it is technically possible to build on the lot located at 317 Owens Ave. Conversations began about possibly putting the property for sale through a realtor, ensuring the surrounding neighbors were notified of the purchase offer so that they all had an equal opportunity to make counter offers, and possibly put a condition on the purchase in that a building must be built on the land within one year.

As a majority of the audience members in attendance were present to hear and comment upon this matter, Mayor Smith ordered the Persons Recognizing the Board on Non-Agenda Items be brought forward before any decisions by the Board were made.

6. PERSONS RECOGNIZING THE BOARD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS.
Matt Thomas of 319 Owens Ave. states that he has been trying to purchase the lot at 317 Owens Ave. to add to his own property. He has no plans to build on it, and has been mowing and maintaining the land for the last year and a half or so. He has spoken to the neighbors and they are all agreeable to Matt adding this lot to his property.



Neighbors added opinions on the character of the neighborhood and provided information on pest problems when the grass became too high, as well as that there used to be a garage on the property when the owner decades ago dumped oil and gas onto the soil. Trustee Patelunas stated that if the lot is contaminated, then the Village would need to have an environmental study done before the lot can be sold.

Trustee Patelunas stated that as part of the legal process for selling that lot, the Board cannot arbitrarily offer it to one resident. The due diligence would be to offer the same opportunity to all Village residents by putting the lot up for sale for one term (3 or 6 months); and if it does not sell then letters could be sent out to Matt Thomas’ neighbors to formally express agreement to his ownership of the lot in question.

Trustee Aiosa explained the difference between pro-housing and affordable housing. 

Trustee Fuhlhage is in favor of selling the property at 317 Owens Ave. and make it available to everybody, but he was not in favor of putting the building condition on the sale.

There was a discussion on public interest, but it was a matter requiring legal counsel.

Decision on 317 Owens Ave. is postponed until the August 4th meeting.

Father David Cowan of 140 Horseheads Blvd. expressed a deep concern about the speed at which motorists drive on Horseheads Blvd., and asked if the Village would consider a few ideas to encourage drivers to slow down for the pedestrian traffic:
· Pedestrian crosswalk
· Speed limit signs
· Yellow church signs

Trustee Churches spoke about the possibility of putting in a ‘Your Speed Is…’ sign.

Trustee Patelunas suggested making a designated crosswalk and putting in a sign at both ends.

Trustee Churches suggested looking into pricing for these ideas for discussion at the next meeting.

7. Discussion and possible action regarding the gear dryer for EHFD

7a. Trustee Churches made a motion to add to the agenda to move monies from A232VR (Building Account – Restricted) account to A1620.4 (Building Contractual) in an amount not to exceed $4,200.00 for the purchase of an updated gear dryer for the Elmira Heights Fire Department.

Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



7b. Trustee Churches made a motion to move monies from A232VR (Building Account – Restricted) to A1620.4 (Building Contractual) in an amount not to exceed $4,200.00 for the purchase of an updated gear dryer for the Elmira Heights Fire Department.

Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



NEW BUSINESS
8. Trustee Patelunas made a motion to approve the clerk to move the following monies:

· A budget amendment of $63,000.00 from Fund Balance to A5110.2 to be reimbursed through the electric vehicle grant for the Street Department.

Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




9. Trustee Patelunas made a motion to add to the agenda the Board’s approval of the CDBG Microenterprise Program Memorandum from Thoma Development dated June 25, 2026.

Second by Trustee Fuhlhage
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




10.  Trustee Patelunas made a motion to approve the CDBG Microenterprise Program Memorandum from Thoma Development dated June 25, 2026.

Second by Trustee Fuhlhage
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




11. Discussion about refuse collection

Mayor Smith was persistent about renewing our agreement with the City of Elmira for garbage pickup, with no confirmation. She received a last-minute call from the City of Elmira on June 26th, who stated that they no longer wish to pick up garbage for the Village of Elmira Heights as the City has been losing too much money.

The City’s representative stated that they continued the service for June, but that for July the cost of their services would double to $13,500 and the City would be willing to continue this until the end of the calendar year; but that even then, they are still losing money. This does not include the amount charged to the Village for tipping (recycling) fees. 

The money currently in the budget will be depleted by the end of the calendar year if the Village continues to utilize the City of Elmira’s services.




The Board discussed several possibilities but no definite decisions were made. Said ideas included but were not limited to:
· bidding out the service

· discontinuing the garbage pickup service altogether; residents to decide their own refuse collection service

· a 2-4 month transition period, with an increase to the cost of garbage stickers from $3.00 to $4.00 or $5.00

Mayor Smith and Trustees Patelunas and Fuhlhage are in favor of getting rid of the garbage service when put to an informal vote.

12.  REMARKS: MAYOR, TRUSTEES

Mayor Smith reminded everyone that the 250th Anniversary Celebration will be held on July 18th and includes a parade, celebratory activities in the park, and a home décor competition.

Gary wished to thank Fire Chief Sabatini, CEO Mein, and Street Superintendent Vanderhoff for the work they’ve done. Street Superintendent Vanderhoff asked about the electricity for the new electric truck.

Mayor Smith mentioned that TownWeb have been working on a new website for the Village.


ADJOURNMENT

13.  Motion by Trustee Aiosa to adjourn the July 7, 2026 regular board meeting at 9:18 PM.
Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




Respectfully Submitted By,
Amanda Martone
Village Clerk
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